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To: SAC, Albuquerque <196-51)1) 

Prom: Director, FBI 

i53fiiiULLs 

CIR (C) 

00 I Albuquerque 


3. - J . E . Smith 




Re Albuquerque airtel -to FBIRQ, V25/79, and 
Buteloal to Albuquerque, 5/1/79. 

FBIKQ eonoure with the recommendation of SAC, 
Albuquerque In that the Investigative unit currently being 
eatabllshed re cattle mutilations within the DA*s Office, 

Santa Pe, Hew Mexico, be designated as the coordinator Jitrthls 
matter, 

f 

\yj ' 


NOTE: Re airtel recommended that the coordinator for the 

various Jurisdictions Involved In the Investigation of cattle 
mutilations will be the DA’s Office, Santa Pe, New Mexico. 
FBIHQ concurs with the recommendation. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



AtMC. Dir, 

Ptf. AD kirn 
D«f . AD IHT. 

Ant. Dir.; 
Ain. Sir^ 
&i«. InSj 
lAnt. 
bl*tt U 



DAT*: 6/1/79 



subject: Tlffi^KOIIILATIONS OP 
' T5 ANIMALS 

— CRUyCE ON INDIAN RESERVATION 
/ 00 : Albuquerque 
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Associate Director 
Mr. Boynton 
Mr, Moore 
Mr . Ingram 
Mr . Gow /O 


LaUrdHy , 

Cm. _ 
ft«. t http. . 
Rk. Mfat. _ 
Ttcfc. Strrt. _ 
Tr«taia( . 


r«uic aHi. oh. . 

T.ltfAH* Rb 

IXiKltr’A Uc'f ., 


- J. E, Smith 



PURPOSE : To respond to the Director’s request for Infor- 

mation concerning an article appearing In the "National 
Enquirer" newspaper dated June 5, 1979* page 5» which is 
captioned, "FBI Joins Investigation of Animal Mutilations 
Linked to UFOs." (See attached.) 


RECOMMENDATION : None. For, information 




one . rovj 


mV 


APpfwnttM'^ Sf-v. 

Crim. Inv, 

Wyrtt. 


DIrectO' 


4moC. Drr, 

Oep. AO Aflrtt. "" — 

Dep. AD low. ■ LaSoratory" 


LtfjfaT Coon. 
Plan, * Insp.* 
Wtc. Mgnt. 
Tech. Servs.~ 
Tiairiin^ 


Public Affrdtf. 



DETAILS : By memorandum dated March 2, 1979* Philip B. Heymann, 



Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, requested that 
the FBI conduct an appropriate investigation In New Mexico of 
the fifteen animal mutilations and any others that occur In 
Indian country as a possible Crime on an Indian Reservation and 
furnish the results to the U. S. Attorney and to the Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice (DOJ) . This memorandum 
stated that DOJ had received correspondence from Senator 
Harrison Schmitt, New Mexico, indicating that fifteen mutilations 
of animals have occurred In New Mexico Indian country in the 
past three years. In this memorandiim, DOJ advised that their 
Criminal Division had been aware of the phenomenon of animals 
being mutilated In a manner that could indicate that such 
acts are performed by persons as part of a ritual or ceremony. 
This memorandum from DOJ further stated that some of these 
mutilations which have occurred In Indian country are DOJ’s 
first IndKat^ori that Federal law may have been v i e l i c l 
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Memorandimi Gow to Moore 

RE: THE MUTILATIONS OP 15 ANIMALS 


On March 6, 1979, the FBI, Albuquerque Division, 
was Instructed to conduct an investigation into the mutilations 
of fifteen animals or any others that occur in Indian country 
in accordance with the aforementioned DOJ memorandum dated 
March 2. 1979. 

On April 20, 1979, a conference was held in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, concerning the problem of animal 
mutilations, primarily cattle, in which approximately 180 
people attended who Included various law enforcement agencies 
from several states, news media representatives, and the 
general public. Senator Schmitt chaired the conference and 
the U. S. Attorney, New Mexico, and SAC Forrest S. Putman, Jr., 
Albuquerque Division, were in attendance. SAC, Putman advised 
the conference that DOJ had given the FBI authority to investi- 
gate those cattle mutilations which have occurred or might 
occur in Indian country. During this conference, numerous 
theories were expounded concerning who is responsible for 
these mutilations including members of satanic cults, predators, 
pranksters, extraterrestrial visitors, and some unknown 
Government agency. At the conclusion of this conference, it 
was decided that one agency would be designated as the 
coordinating investigative agency for all Jurisdictions 
Involved . 


Subsequently during May, 1979, the District Attorney's 
Office for the greater Santa Fe, New Mexico, area received 
approximately $50,000 in LEAA funds to act as the coordinating 
Investigative agency of cattle mutilations. 

Since March, 1979, there have been no new cattle 
mutilations in Indian country, and our investigation with 
respect to the identities of the individuals responsible for the 
fifteen cattle mutilations has been negative to date. 
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iy WILLIAM tARNHIU, iOl MATT md DAVID WRIfiHT 

Xnc r 01 IMU JVUtVM W HDV luvvauKauwH vs mic wmvsiv utvu««uwu w« 

thousands of grasing horses and cattle over an ISatate jrea ->- attacks sHitch 
have tmn linked to UFOs. ' «_.. . • . 

- Disclosure of the FBI role was made at a recent eonfmance of offidaUlrom seven 
states .where the atUcks have reached an alarming ievd. - ‘ 

‘ Sen. Harrlsiw Schmitt (R.-N. Hex.), the ex>astrodsut and scientist who erganlicd 
the conference, declared: “Either' we've got a UFO siUtatioo or we’ve got a massive, 
massive conspiracy whidi is enormously weii funded." 

At least 8.000 cattle and horses have been butchered with surgical precision over an 
estimated 1 J8 million square mik area stretdiing from Tennessee to Oregon since the 
mutilations began around 1870. The 1 J8 million square mites is more than a third pt the 
total land area in the coo- • r- — l2m 

tinental United States. P '^|T_ ■ni i _ O 

In many cases the attars n_ - I ) \ . /Tn/i» 

have coindded with UFO clfhl- 
tegs. Baffled tnvestlgators My 
the ftrange pattern ef the 
mutilaiiont tnctudei these stsr- 
tltaig facts: 

• No tire marks, lootprints or 
other signs at human activity 
are found Mar the mutilated 
carcasses. 

'• Only the Mood and certain 
pans of the animsls — usually 
the reprodiKtive organs — are 
removed. . 

a Trace etemenis found on 
and in some carcasses are the 

* SA*?LIH€ ineSdeftt* b«- «««- bt Ig 

• Buxzards and coyotes ra- ttau trooper who has in- animals and take them back to 
fute to eat the motllaled horses vosUgstad mote than at at- the apacesbip. 

and cattle. taefca. - "There have been thsusanda 

Sen. Schmin. who teceivad a IT predators' ate involved, he af these mu^tkyis nobody 
Ph.D. in geolug) from Harvard said, "We have aomc predators knows aboin. The Indiam om 
U niverslt) andwai a member with auper poweri. We lliid uaualij’ frightened todeath. he 
el the Apollo IT inoc».landinf these carcasses are b^ag lifted hI^ 

crew, said state and local law up (off the ground). and later "They dent say aayitting 
enlorcemeni oftk-ials haVe been they leave clamp marks on the about It because (bey know it’s 
unaUe Is «me up with leads on lags. It is also very hard tor me heiag done by ‘star people, 'they 
thair *«'ii hikI FBI halp la to brtiovo tliat o prodator cpp 
peedad, take tha baari out oC an animal 

•To dale, the mutilations Ihto^ a email wound hi 
have been us myatetious as neck. ' ' ■ 

they've been g ruly.” he said. Dr. Henry Montcith, on engi- g JKTIg 

‘The JusikeLKwrtnientBu- iwering pnysicisi at Saiiobm 
thorized ibe FBI office in Albu- Laboratories which h a n d le s se- P.Ry 
quarQue to become involved in eret govemment pralects, ra- 
the mvewigaiion of these vealed that Indians SM ee 
crimes on the basis Owl several rifled ^ the mutUhtlaas, 
ef Ibe mutilation killings oc- bury the enresases i mme diate- [.* 
currad on Indian kinds." ly and are r rt u ct a n t to disetus I jg 

Many attacks hyve occurred what happened. Even their degs 
en animals at the jlcariiia refuse ia ga near the car rM s m . 

Apicha Reservation in Dulcc, Or. Monleith. who has 
Max. investigating the attacka aiiioe 

"Any plate we've- bad a th» b^n, aaid Indians 
mwibiiiuo. we have also had told him of actually aecfaig|- 
UFO sighiings." reported Gabe spaceships land and unload,,. 

Valdes, a veicran New Mexico “star people" who chase down i 


in Ig stotes. 







iXRIRTS; New Mpklce state trooper Gobe Valdez takes, 
tissuq^somples from o mutilated cow found at Dulce, N. 
.Max. AssistinQ hJm.is retired selentisi Howard Burgm, 
who's investigated several similar incidents with Valdn. 


knew wbylhey'te doing k. do I 


- Tboee ere' their exact words 
. ., The *sur people' know what 
they're doing and should be 
trusted.’’ 

Dr. MonicHh mM be bat no 
doubt that aliens from outer 
space ere reepoosibic for the 
.■Uaefcs and are mlng Use 
I animals' bodies at psit of their 
. stud)' ef life on earth. 

Many other iaveetlgatnn — 
'piUce. sdeiitisu and UFO re- 
I searefaers — agree that UFOs 
|sre the only peseible expisna- 
' tioc.’ . . ' 

I Said Richard Sigism.und. a 
I Boulder. Colo., psyrtieioglit and 


UFO rsaeandier; "What few 
oiiet-we have coocerhing tnose 
responsible for the mulilatkms 
suggest that we are dealing with 
weli-equJpped. highly capable 
airborne entities' ... We are ' 
lorted. 1 feel, to the hypothesis 
that unidentifled aircrafl are 
the means — UFOs" 

To aid in soiviag the mystery, 
District Attorney Eloy Har- 
tinez of.Eq>wuia. N. Mex.. it 
stefcing a *40,000 grant from Ihe 
U.S. Law Enforcement As- 
siatance AdminiatratkHi. 

> Admitting UFOs are a poao!- 
Ullly.b^MM: _ J ^ 

"i tnigm be tne fifit dinrict 
attorney in the country to proee- 
cote an alien from outer space." 
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SCIENCX, ANO TltANCPORTATION 


COM M rrm ON APntontiATiONs 

SCLXCT COMMimCK ON 
small, susinesb 



QiCnH^ f&enaig 

WASH1N6TOH. D.C. MStO 

MDH?AL GOVE RMutt^ 

June 6, 1979 


Assoc. Dir, 
Deo AD 
Dcp. AOInv. 
Asst. Dir.; 

tSsr.t. 

Ifite’l. 


Latorr.:ir/\^_^ 

P.cx f- hsp. 

R5:.r,:-nt. 

Tech. Sm-s. 
Trelnin;? 

rub!!: Aff^ oTf! 

T -'7 -harts ft m. 

Director’s Sec’y 


Dear Mr. Director::' 




ill 


II 


i. 


As you may know,r0fve U. S. Attorney for New Mexico, 
R. E .^^Thompson , and I convened a multi-state live- 
stoclMnutilationi conference in Albuquerque on April 
29. Xs a result of that meeting. Agent Saun Jones of 
the Albuquerque office of the FBI was assigned as 
the Bureau contact for those individuals desiring 
to report animal mutilations and to organize the 
Bureau's activities in this investigation. 

Please provide an update with regard to the status 
of the Bureau's activities to this point, as well 
as an outline and timetable for projected action. 

I am receiving many questions from constituents on 
these matters. 


in aaaition, pxease aavise me wnetner surricienr 
funds are contained within your present budget to 
cover projected activities with respect to the 
Bureau's involvement. As mark-up is scheduled 
to begin within the near future the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, of wh^^ I 2 Uq a member, 
your contacting me by June 11 as^;o whether 
additional funding is required, >and the amount, 
would be* appreciated. 11^ ’“'//'//^ '''^' 

ill / ; ■ ' - - 

Sincerely, ' 



Harrison Schmitt 

The Honorable William H. Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 
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HoiiorabXe Barrisoh Setamltt 

VAUWVU #»vnttvv 

Vm»hington« D. C. 20510 
D«ar Senator Sclmitt: 


1 - Mr. Moore 
1 - Mr. Ingram 
1 - Mr. Gow 
1 - J, E, Smith 
1 - Mr. Mlntz 

Attn; E. P. Mosche: 
1 - Mr. R. E. Long 

Attn: L. C. Groove; 


Xofaranoe is aade to your letter received June 11« 
1979 « a eopj of vhleb la attached for your ready reference. 


W*e 


vae 


Fleaae be advlaed that the Departaent of Juatiee on 

»J VAJV WJAUUVI^ «U A^A^VB V JUI^AVJlWi 

In Mew Mexico of fifte en anima i-^tiiatlonB and any othera 
that occur In Indian country aa a Federal violation. 



Since March. 1979. our Albuquerque Office haa 
conducted an inquiry concerning the aforementioned nutllations 
and are in contact with other law enforceisent agenelea 
inveatlgating animal autilationa. there have been no new 
cattle nutilationa reported to ua in Indian country, and our 


^aKtech«^4 rv«V4 #an oedl W 


V 


AVaa _ _ 

vaav WA 


aalA^ 


---JUS - 

V 


rcaponaiblc for the fifteen eattle sutllationa haa been 
negative to date. t j . ^ jj 

\ h'V n 

Tour Intereat in obtaining additional funda tp^thb 
/FBI's involvement is appreciated. However, at this time 
8? aufficient funds are available within our General Goverraaent 
Sfrimea Program to auppcrt our investigation in thla matter. 

. .a-ia6x- - 


TV aa. 




, % iour eonatituenta . please ccmtact ua. 

\r 1 REC4 
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Slaoerely yours. 

, , Birector 8 JUN 22 tg/g 
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AC, Al^bJ^querque (For .information) (Enclosure) 
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Honorable Harrison Schmitt 



NOK: This letter is written In response to a letter from 

Senator Harrison Schmitt (New Mexico; concerning the FBI’s 
investigation of the cattle mutilations in New Mexico’s 
Indian country. 


o ^ 97 . 9 » John Ryan, Legislative Assistant 

to Sena tor Sctoltt, was telephonically advised by L. C. Groover 
^!**?^*’ Assistant Director, Administrative Services * 

Division, that Senator Schmitt’s letter was received at PBIHQ 
1979. Mr. Ryan was advised that the FBI had 
surfi dent funds to handle our investigation concernlnc 
cattle mutilations and that we would -advise the Senator the 
status of our investigation. This response has been coordinated 
toong the Administrative Services Division, Legal Counsel 

Putman, Albuquerque Division, and the 
Criminal Investigative Division. 
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1 “ Mr. Mintz (Mr. Moschella 
i - Mr. Moore (Mr. Gow) * 

1 - Mr. Bosmton 
1 - Mr. Woodby 

iime26, 1079 



Mr. Burkett Vin Kirk _ 

Counsel tor the Minority Ijseeeal Qo 
C ommittee on ilppropristtons 
United States Senate 
Washington* D. C. tOSlO 

Dear Burkett 

to your telephone call you inquired about the Bvestock 
mutilations problem in Mew Mexico and the actions being 
by the FBI concerning them. 

^IdTestock nmtUatloDs have r^;x>rtedty occurred in a 
-number of states* principally in the Southwest; however* the 
only known mutilations over which the FBI might have inve8tl« 
gative jurisdictiott hayp^curred on Tm«>n in New Mexico. 

On March 2* iO7B, iM~0epaTtmdit of Ju^ce requested the 
FBI to conduct an investigation In Mew Mexico of flite po a»in^ l < 
jnutUatLons and any others that occur In Indian fitnce ' 

March 1070* our Atouquerque Office has been Investic^kting these 
muti lation s and Is In contact with other law enforcement agencies 
Investigating livestock mutilations. There have been no new ll 7 e~ 
stock mutilations on todian lands ri^rted to us and our investigation 
with respect to the Identities of the Individuals responsible tor the 
fifteen mutilations * . . . . . 




Afttt. Ok, __ 

O.».A0Ai*. 
0.*, AD hr. . 

a . .A . 

Ma. tmi. 

Cria. I» 

Mni 

Ui*». . 


(,.*.) Ch«. , 
Km. A l.f*. 

I«. M*at. 

T.A, S«vi. _ 

Tr«Hi)>t - 

PnUic Allt. 0«. 
T.l«*kw* Ra. - 
Okm.t’i S*c'* 


Tou may also be totet^ested to know ttat'eb Api , 

a conference chaired by Senator Harrison Schmitt* Mew Mexico, 
jsas held in Albuquarque concerning the problem of ttnitock ^ ^379 

NOTE; This imormation is bein| toi^shed in response to a tctephorttc* 
"inquiry from - - -- 

-mationtO/ 
relating 
Senator. 

I •> 




T* Van mrk on 6725/79* We &rnished the same infor- 
tor Schmitt letier dated 6/19/79, except the portion 
Albuquerque conferen^ and the LEAA grant about which 
,tt was already aware./y3— 
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Mr. BiutoItVmnXIrk 


BnitUatioMr primarily etttlt, irtileh warn ■ttooded by law •nfbrce- 
Bwfll ■g«Dcl#s from tcfTml states* nsm medU representatives 
and the general pubUe. M the eonchislon of this conference it eas 
decided that one agency ecrald be designated as the coordi n a ting 
Imrestigative agency for all|iirlsdlcttm In volved, ftdieeqiuentty, 
the District Attorney's OfZLee for die Qreater Santa If e^ New Mexico* 
Area recMved i4g»roalxnate^ $50*000 In UIAA funds to act as toe 
coordinating agency of livestock nmtUatlon Investlgatioas. 

If ire can be of ftirtoer asslstanee la this matter* please let 
me know. 


Sincerely yours* 


L. Clyde Groover* Jr. 

Deputy Assistant Director 
A^lnlstratlve Services Division 
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Director 

Dir, 
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ALBUQUERQUE (198-541) P 
’•^HANGED" 

ilUfiLATTOILOILANIkALS ON INDIAN 
landOnjjew 

•cifi (cT ' ■ 

(00: ALBUQUERQUE) 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

Title marked changed to show thrust ^ investigation 
by Albuquerque Office: Title formerly carried as ulMUTILATIONS 

OF 15 ANIMALS". 


Re Albuquerque airtel to Director, 4/25/79. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of 
an LHM captioned, "MUTILATION OF ANIMALS ON INDIAN LANDS IN 
NEW MEXICO", dated as above. 

The news articles which comprise the major 
portion of the enclosed LHM were furnished by WAYNE CIDDIO, 
Administrative Assistant to Senator HARRISON SCHMITT, Santa Fe 
Office. CIDDIO also furnished a copy of a news release from 
Senator SCHMITT which is included in the LHM. It is felt 
that the Bureau should have this information in the event 
of inquiries which might be received. 

Regarding the information in the July 17, 1979, 
news release of Senator Schmitt, the Albuquerque Office is 
of the opinion that investigation in this matter should continue 
to be limited to those mutilations reported as occuring on 
Indian lands within the State of New Mexico as per instructions 
in Bureau airtel, 3/16/79. The Albuquerque Office considers 
this to be the maximum limit of its inquiries. 

Since being Instructed to investigate this 
matter, there have been no further mutilations reported 
on Indian Lands in New Mexico, Liaison has been established 
with appropriate law enforcement personel to Insure that 

be Albuquerque FBI Office. 

/' 



warn appropriaxe raw eniorcemenx . 
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Concerning 'those prior mutilations reported 
to have occurred on Indian lands ^ no law enforcement agency ■ 
was assigned Investigatory responsibility and as a result, 
no adequate evidence collection or record making was under- 
taken. The Albuquerque Office has questioned law enforcement 
officers who have been at the scene of the alleged mutilations 
as observers. A few photographs were taken, copies of which 
were obtained. No evidence has been obtained because none 
was collected. In view of this, no further investigation 
will be done regarding the alleged mutilation of the 15 
animals previously reported. For this reason, the title 
to this case was changed showing the correct perspective 
of the Albuquerque Office investigation. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
August 1, 1979 


ANIMAL MUTILATIONS 



On July 25, 1979, WAYNE CIDDIO, Adimlnistrative 
Assistant to Senator Harrison Schmitt, Santa Fe Office, 
furnished copies of newspaper articles from an Espanola, 

New Mexico, newspaper, the *'Rlo Grande Sun", regarding 
mutilations . 


Mr. CIDDIO also furnished a copy of a news 
release from the office of Senator SCHMITT which was dated 
July 17, 1979. The news articles and release follow: 








This dociiment contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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* By GAIL GlsoN - Jlclal tnvutlgator*. Bh* thought of mutU&tionc was 
Of Uio 8 UN's reported that as of 4 p.m. fhr away from my mind." 

Santa Fe Bureau Tuesday, no lavesUgator He explained that as he 

The county's "freshest" bad been seen In Truchas. ‘ has a number of "open 
•' muUlatton report eo far "They don't come here fienees” that result tn 
reached State Police very often — not unless "cattle going thnai^ 
within five hours of the kill something is han^g from property." The only thing 
last Saturday, but nobody a vlga," she explained of he rjoticed about the 
came to Investigate. area law enforcement barking dogs was they 

*T was really disgusted, personnel and what she would “go to the boundary 
The news media said * sees - as their attitude the fence and turn 
investigators would come about the small mountain back" rather than chaalng 
&s moort &» tiwj wefv vili&gv4 . Uie cowi u uww- 

called," complained ' Ken Rommel, hired When he began his day, 
Dennis Martinez, who through a $50,000 Sideral be said, at approximately 
discovered the carcass grant to investigate cattle 7 a.m., his brother, 

"within 500 yards of my mutilations In Rio Arriba Ernesto - Martinez and 
place." in Truchas. •. county, had not been on "another Ernesto Mar> 

“It is sad news," he said the scene as of late .tlnez," the Ernesto 
of law enforcement's Tuesday afternoon and Martinez who owns the 
apparent lack of interest was not available in his property upon which the 
in the case, which from all office. cow was found, were at his 

reports Is a classic. State Dennis Martinez said door. 

Police called the county the latest chapter in "Oomc and see it," they 
Uvestock agent and DA ' county mutilations lore invited, asking him to 
Eioy Martinez, but sent no began between z a.m. and bring his gun, as wolves 
officers to the scene. g a.m. Saturday morning. have been sighted In the 

His wife FrancU. more ' "i heard the dogs area lately, 
cynical, was nonchalant barking," he explained of "The cow belonged to 
about the absence of of* that time, though "the Juan Antonio Rael and it 


©77 


mikM 



.was a female," ‘Dennis 
Martinez said. 

"I saw what appeared to 
bs a mutilation. It had 
little blood which wes o.'Jy 
visible where the tongue 
used to be. The tongue. Ae 
said, had been sliced at its 
"roots." precisely. 

Right ^er the vlewlrg, 
the state police reportedly 
were called. 

sne night before had 
been "peaceful" he 
reported, except for the 
ali^iUy peeuUsr behavior 
of the barking dogs. 

Everyone believed the 
find to be a good one, as 
they had "come in time." 
Dennis Martinez and his 
wife both said a number of 
Truchas residents had 
reported seeing “orange 
lights" In the sky that 
night, some flying over the 
Tirochas cemetery. 

Alter the authorities 
were notified, Dennis 
Martinez said. "I stuck 
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around from 7 a.m. until 
3:50, making sure" that no 
investigators were 
coming. 

He admitted he was "a 
little bit scared" of the 
mutilation w'hlch occurred 
so near his home. He 
explained he had been in 
Uie Colorado Springs area 
when a number of 
mutilations had taken 
place there. 

**Ths wsy Its don*# 
you see one, iU a UtUe bit 
diiVerem", then when you 
Just hear about one, he 
explained. 

ne eyes of the fresh 
cow. he noted, attracted 
aVtention among ob- 
aervers. 

■The villain, he said, 
"tried to scrape at it," as 
if he or it were trying to 
get a tissue sample "from 
ihe while pari of the eye." 
The rectal area, the udder 
and the ears were 
removed from the beast 


with surgical precision. 

Dennis Martinez said 
Neil Bockman, a Santa Fe 
photographer and film* 
maker looking into the 
phenomena, appeared on 
the scene, ^ckman wrote 
an article for Read Street, 
a news publication, 
recently on the 
phenomena entitled 
"Burgers for the Gods." 

"The case itself didn't 

the fact that there were 
srolves in the area," Bock- 
man said. He reported one 
neighbor's dog chewed 
"the backend" of the cow. 

He was puzzled that law 
■nforcement tdflcials had 
not speared on the scene. 

D.S. Senator Harrison 
Schmitt Tuesday * also 
expressed concern that the 
tavestlgation was not 
attended to immediately 
by law enforcement 
personnel. 

"I don’t blame them for 


being upset." he said of 
the witnesses, explaining 
that he is seeking more 
funding for the FBI's 
study into the problem. 

"That's one reason 1 got 
the language" of a funding 
request recently an- 
nounced to support the 
FBI Investigation, Senator 
Schmitt explained. "I 
want the FBI to be more 
deeply Involved." 

Hs sAid **mor# $oor* 
dinatlng of tocal In- 
vestigations" is needed at 
this time and that the 
"central point of the in- 
vestigation," be believes 
now, should be the FBI, 
though some cen- 
tralization may be 
achieved the District 
Attorney. 

**My understanding was 
that FBI agent Sam Jones 
.was assigned to coordinaie 
law enforcement efforts on 
mutilations." Senator Sch- 
mitt said of his anaylsls of 


what transpired at a 
repent conference of law 
enforcement personnel 
Involved in mutilation 
investigations. 

"The fact that the 
District Al'worney's grant 
was pursued didn't change 
that." he said further, of 
Martines's federally 
funded investigation. 

"Maybe my un- 
derstanding was wrong, 
but my understanding was 
that the 1^1 would be the 
coordinating agency," he 
said. 

When told that .Ken 
Rommel, the investigator 
the District Attorney 
hired after receiving a 
grant to pay his salary, 
had yet to contact Gabe 
Valdez, the State 
Policeman who has tlie 
most experience in In- 
veitigating mutilatioiis. 
Senator Schmitt said 
Valdez' experience should 

«lfb ^ 





provt VAlu^lt to any 
invcsUgator. 

"That doesn't sound like 
complete Investigating,*’ 
Schmitt said of the 
omlsslw) -of Valdes' 
participation. 

b light of the lack of 
Investigation of the 
Ttuchas episode, the SUN 
has received a number of 
reports from confidential 
sources about 
dissatisfaction with the 
course Rommel's In- 
vestigation Is taking. 

Persons who have 
spoken to the Investigator 
complain he Is "brusque.'' 
or "too flippant,” or he 
doesn’t take their Ideas or 
their reports seriously, 
and they'd rather not 
discuss with him further 
mutilation phenomena. 

Other persons express 
fears that not only 
Rommel, but the District 
Attorney and the State 
Police, arc working 
together to cover up 
whatever Is behind the 


•Rulil&tiCnSi AHu 

are spreading fast. 

"Cloy Martinas went to 
the State Police and told 
them that Gabc Valdes Is 
not to have any part in this 
Investigation,” one serious 
Valdes tan told the SUN. 

Another version of that 
, story Is that a "mussls” 
has besn placed on Valdes. 

Both stories were denied 
Tyesday by State Police 
uiiei Martin Vigil and by 
the district attorney. ' 

"1 have not put out any 
orders to that effect,” 
Vigil said. He explained 
that he hat asked that 
information be channelled 
to Rommel, but if a state 
policeman Aould get a 
call on a suspected 
mutilation, he should "go 
on over there." 

Ihe district attorney, 
too, denies the existence of 
a gag order on any state 
police officer. . 

"I never have, and 
never will. Impose any 
kind of a gag rule on any 
law enforcement otficer 
because I don't have that 
authority nad even If I did 
It would be impractical.for 
me to impose any form of 
gag rule,” he said. 

Of the alleged meeting 
-with VlgU, he said, he 
believed that the story 
grew from an . actual 
conversation hs bad with 
the chief. 

"I think that the 
meeting was only my 
request to the Chief that 
since we now have a 
designated project 
director In eharg* that It 
would probably be best to 

IbAv* *v*FXrthln^ 
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‘ kind ox a concepi." 

Marlines said a teletype 
received by every affiliate 
State Police officer of the 
state assigned Richard C 
de Baca as liaison between 
officers and Rommsl and 
that "relates to the ix>Uon 
that if there Is a mute In 
their responsibility that 
hopefully they will contact 
Rommel." 

Of Rommel's failure to 
appear at the Truchas 
suspected mutilation, he 
said he Is "reasonably 
assured that Ken la 
looking into It.” 

"Tbis happened on a 
weekend and Its one of 
those Instances where I 


believe an effort was 
made to contact Rommel 
with no success." 

Of the allegations of a 
cover-up. Marlines said, 
"The only thing I can 
really state I would flatly 
deny basis for supporting 
the contention that there is 
a cover-up ,lf for no other 
reason than It would put 
the grant in Jeopardy." 

. He advised those with 
■uch contentions to “apply 
.to the grantee, the Law 
Enforcement Assistance 
Association." with that 
complaint. The LEAA, he 
contends, would "support", 
the complainant "one 
hundred per cent." 


to mutilations fUnnsUed 
through that Investigator. 

"If for no other reason, 
the grant terms ■ and . 
conditions eaUs for that ./ 
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Mutilations 


Probe Pisas^pointivig 

^ A 

Examination of the first quarterly report sub- ■ 
mltted In cur famous $50,000 cattle mutilation probe 
would Indicate results to date can be described at 
best disappolnttns. The worst might be to suggest It's 
a waste <d the taxpayers’ money. . 

In summary, chief Investigator Ken Rommel, at 
a salary of $^.000 a year, gave Interviews to 
television stations and newspapers, talked with the 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation, cordirmed support 
from a numer of state agencies (which he had 
*jMa/jy) and Checked out three suspected 
mutilations in his first five weeks on the Job. 

That cost about $2,500 In salary plus urdmown 


expenses. 

The report says the Investigations Into the three 
cattle deaths (one each in Milaga, Coyote and Tres 

PiSans) were liOl CC7npiet«« •llhcUgkl CHs 

Albuquerque newspaper quoted Rommel as saying 
sdl three were caused by predators. 

But lo and behold, a mutilation reported in 
Truchas Saturday morning, ordy several hours after 
the animal’s death and probably the freshest in*, 
cident to date, had yet to be chewed out by 4 p.m. 
Tuesday »'more than four days later. Our “Desert 
Fox’* hadn't made it to Truchas, the state police 
hadn't responded, the livestock inspector was not to 
be seen and the only explanation our district at* 
tomey (he's Uie one who got the $50,000 grant) had 
was ‘'it was a weekend." 

We must advise our cattle mutilators that the 
game Is played only five days a week — we rest on 


weekends. 

Now fellows. 


there is a tremendous amount of 


in thl« 


for the Albuquerque conference conducted by New 
Mexico's Sen. Harrison Schmitt. Additional proof is 
the fact that the feds coughed up $50,(X)0 to look Into 
It 


While the public can’t expect a solution In the 


first six weeks of activity, for peie's saxe tney can 
expect more than that skimpy one-page report issued 
last week. And they can expect, for the money they 
are putting out, for someone to show up to in* 
'vestigate reported mutilations. 

But as ona optimist remarked cheerfully: “Liook 
.at It tl^ way; it’s only $M,0(io. It could have been 


. halfarnmion." • 
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FOR IieiEDIATE RELEASE 
July 17, 1979 

Vashlngton, D.C. U.S. Senator Harrison Schmitt announced today that 

the Senate Appropriations Committee, on which he serves, included in the 
Fiscal Year 1980 Justice I>epartment Appropriations Report language directing 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to maintain its investigation of 
the cattle mutilations that have occurred in northern Hew Mexico and elsewhere. 

Schmitt said such action by the Appropriations Committee Is "necessary 
due to the continuing widespread problem of cattle mutilations and the need 
for federal coordination of the investigation." 

"1 hope that the Committee's endorsement of this proposal will Increase 
the FBI's investigative activity so thap the answer to this bitarre and 
grisly a^stery will be foimd," Schmitt added. 

The FBI will investigate the incidents that have occurred and which 
are prosecutable under United States Code 1152 and 1153. 
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SUBuICCTt 


TO: 


12/10/79 

SAC. ALBUQUERQUE (198-541) C 


Qj UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

meinorandum 




MUTILATION OF ANIMALS ON IN DIAN 
LANDS IN NEW Mi^IC O 
CIR (C) ~ 

00 : ALBUQUERQUE 


DIRECTOR, FBI 





Re Albuquerque letter to the Director, 8/1/79. 

Since being instructed to investigate this matter, 
there have been no reports of mutilations on Indian lands in 
New Mexico. Liaison has been established with appropriate law 
enforcement personnel to Insure that mutilations are reported to 
the Albuquerque FBI Office. 

In view of this, no investigation is currently being 
conducted regarding mutilations, and the Albuquerque Office is 
placing this matter in a closed status. 


- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Albuquerque 
SWJ : rag 
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DATE: 


REPLY TO 
ATTN OP: 


•URJSCTt 


TOt 



C) . . 

' UNITED SI ATES GOVERNMENT 


i/isj^o memorandum 

SAn:/00rlRTIOTTEROUE flQR-SAI'k C. 

MUTILATION OF ANIMALS ON INDIAN LANDS 
IN NEW MEXICO 
CIR (C) 


A T tlTt/^TTtr«/^TTT' 

A ijo u u £1^.^ u 


DIRECTOR, FBI (198-1048) 



Re Albuquerque letter to the Director, 12/10/79. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
captioned as above. One copy of this LHM is being designated 
for KENNETH M. ROMMEL, District Attorney's Office, Espanola, 

New Mexico. ROMMEL is the Director of a Special Investigative 
Unit set up under an LEAA grant for the purpose of investigating 
animal mutilations. 


No investigation is currently being conducted by the 
Albuquerque FBI Office regarding mutilations, and this case is 
in a closed status. It is again pointed out there have been no 
reports of mutilations on Indian lands in New Mexico since the 
Albuquerque Office wa^^instructed to investigate this matter. 

. 
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T - Albuquerque 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
January 15 . 1980 


MUTILATION OF ANIMALS 
ON INDIAN LANDS IN 
NEW MEXICO 

CRIME ON INDI AN RESERVATION 


By communication from FBIHQ dated March G, 1979, the 
FBI, Albuquerque Office was Instructed to conduct investigation 
into the mutilations of animals occurring on Indian lands in New 
Mexico. This Instruction was based on a memorandum dated March 2, 
1979, from the Department of Justice to FBIHQ, which authorized 
such investigation. 

On April 20, 1979, a conference on livestock mutilations 
was convened in Albuquerque by Senator HARRISON SCHMITT of New 
Mexico, and the U. S. Attorney for New Mexico, R. E. THOMPSON. 

This conference was attended by law enforcement Investigators 
from several states, FBI representatives, other interested parties, 
and the press. Approximately 180 persons were in attendance. 

Near the conclusion of the conference, it was reported by the 
District Attorney in Santa Fe, New Mexico, that a Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration (LEAA) grant had been applied for to 
provide funds for aqiecial investigative unit to investigate 
cattle mutilations. Subsequently, it was announced that the LEAA 
grant had been made, and that a special Investigative unit for 
this purpose had been set up under the auspices of the New Mexico 
State District Attorney in Santa Fe. Former FBI Agent KENNETH M. 
ROMMEL was appointed to head up that unit. 


Investigation by the Albuquerque FBI Office determined 
that there had been reports of dead animals from both the Santa 
Clara Reservation and the Jicarllla Apache Reservation in New 
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Criminal Investigator, Pojoaque, New Mexico, regarding the dead 
cattle which bad been reported on the Santa Clara Reservation by 
members of the Santa Clara Tribe disclosed that these reports 
were in 1978. There was no evidence to cause it to be determined 
that the animals had been mutilated, and Investigator BILL did 
not make a complete investigation of the matter, nor collect any 
evidence for examination. Subsequent discussions with RALEIGH 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency . 
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MUTILATION OF ANIMALS ON INDIAN LANDS IN NEW MEXICO 


TAFOYA, Chief of Police, Jicarilla Apache Tribe, disclosed similar 
Information, l.e. the reports of unexplained dead animals were 
in 1978, and although they were surrounded by suspicious circum- 
stances, there was no evidence to positively determine that the 
animals had been mutilated. In neither case had evidence been 
preserved for examination, nor were there any complete reports 
of investigation done regarding the deaths. 

The Albuquerque FBI Office has discussed the possibility 
of animal mutilations with law enforcement officers in New Mexico, 
including MEL SEDILLO, JR., Investigator, New Mexico Livestock 
Board , Albuquerque , New Mexico, who has examined numerous animals 
which had been reported as being mutilated. Investigator SEDILLO 
said that in each instance his examination showed that the animals 
had been attacked by predators. 


Since the conference of April 20, 1979, the Albuquerque 
FBI Office has received a voluminous amount of correspondence 

m 4 AM A M «» A Ak« M#4 a^ ^W«a4w« 4 
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this subject. Copies of this information have been furnished to 
KENNETH M. ROMMEL for his assistance. 


On January 15, 1980, KENNETH M. ROMMEL advised his office 
has pursued numerous Investigative leads regarding the possible 
mutilation of animals in New Mexico. He said that to date, his 
investigative unit haS determined that none of the reported cases 
has involved what appear to be mutilations by other than common 
predators, ROMMEL said he has travelled to other states and con- 
ferred with investigators in those areas regarding mutilations, 
and to date has received no information which would justify the 
belief that any animals have been intentionally mutilated by 
human beings. ROMMEL added that regarding all the dead animals 
he has examined, the damage to the carcasses has always been con- 
sistent with predator action. 


The Albuquerque FBI Office has alerted law enforcement 
officials who have Jurisdiction over Indian lands in New Mexico 

A .A. « ai_ ^ ^ ^ U. ^ A ^ 4 ^1..a A ^ a 
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FBI Office to investigate the mutilations of animals on Indian 
lands in New Mexico. These law enforcement officials have 
advised that they would immediately notify the Albuquerque FBI 
Office in the event there are any new occurrences of suspected 
animal mutilations on Indian lands. 


On January 15, 1980, this matter was discussed with 
Assistant U. S. Attorney RICHARD J. SMITH, U.S. Attorney's 
Office, Albuquerque, Assistant U. S, Attorney SMITH said that in 
his opinion there is no Federal interest in continuing an investi- 
gation in this matter in the absence of further reports of acts of 
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MUTILATION OP ANIMALS ON INDIAN LANDS IN NEW MEXICO 
suspected mutilation of animals on Indian lands In New Mexico. 
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AnimmI MutOetion Project 
Pm OfSot Box IK>» I , 
EipmoU, Wt> Moko |TS£ >' ' 


Gpriano Padilla 

lavntifuor 

' M tpaoiie: ($05) 755-715! 

t27-2l»S 


March 5, 1980 

Q-a ^ • 


Director , ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ■ 

w v!»j tt ^ J J ^ 

Jo liOgar noovei: ouxxaxii^ 

Washington, D.C. . 

^Attention: P.B.l. Laboratory ’ ci\c!.0 rv jtVs** t <^a'/‘/S Tp o S j 

. o /Op vo Ihpy/c o ^ Te/Zy f^7y _ 

^ ^ C-^entlemen: 

0 ^ 

CO background information, I refer to your Albuquerque origin matter entitled 

c5 ^ 1.^8 follows ; 
fN - y 

e/^ aU- Mitf tlurtnna of Animala on Indian Lands dn New Mexico “ 


■ |1‘) i/f aj 7 w« / 0/^ 

ji: »> cf .0 fv 1 0^'Ti 0 7q o s ^ 

/0©vo ihpy/c o , Tc/t\y . 
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C /5 iU. <* Mutilations of Animals on Indian Lands dn New Meatico — 

O O i— Crime on Indian Reservation. 

U-l t — 

^ 'Ctclosed for examination is one vial containing several flakes of an unknown 
^Iterial which this office would like to have identified in connection with . 
P ^ j ^^flclal investigation. 

For your information, since approximately 1975, New Mexico and other states> 
primarily those located in close proximity to New Mexico, have had incidents 


^Iterial which this office would like to have identified in connection with an 
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cattle, have been found dead with various parts of the carcass missing such as one 
eye, one ear, the udder, and normally a cored anus. Most credible sources have 
attributed this damage to normal predator and scavenger activity. However, certain 
segments of the population have attributed the damage to many other causes ranging 
from U.F.O.s to a giant governmental conspiracy, the exact nature of which is never 
fully explained. No factual data has been supplied supnqytlng these theorie^y' 


been supplied supnorting these theorlea*/ 

/ i ' " /V 

from his constituents , thejDistricr / 


In May, 1979, responding to pressure from his constituents , th ejist rict / 
Attorney, First Judicial District of New Mexico, applied for and waS^ wHa A Am 
one year L.E.A.A. grant to investigate these mutilations. 

6 17 WJ3 

I retired after twenty-ei^t years as a special agent of the F.B.I. to direct 
this investigation. >- — ' ■ 

As previously stated, there are those that have attempted to make a connection 
between cattle mutilations and U.F.O. sitings. a 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


March 5, 1980 
Page -2- 


In July, 1978, a U.F.O. was reportedly observed by a resident of Taos, New 
Mexico, reportedly hovering over a pickup truck. The next tnoming, the enclosed 
powder flakes were reportedly recovered from the roof of the aforementioned 
pickup. 


Some of the indlvldtials that are most vocal to the media have Inferred that these 
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test conducted In the Dulce, New Mexico area. 


Dulce, New Mexico, which has been the site of several reported mutilations, is 
located approximately seventy miles from Taos, New Mexico. I have not been able 
to locate a sample of the substance reportedly collected in the Dulce test, but 
it has been described as a florescent material. 


1 have, to-date, been* able to confirm any connection between these two substances 
and have been told by those that have seen both that they are not identical. 


However, I would appreciate it if through the use of a G.S. Mas spectroscopy test 
or any other logical test, that these flakes can be Identified. This in itself 
would go a long way to assisting me to discredit the U.F.O. — Cow Mutilation 
association theory. 

If need be, the flakes can be destroyed during your examination. 

Your cooperation in this investigation is appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


KENNETH M. ROMMEL 
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ExamiB«tioa reqiwatad: 

Specimen: 

Q1 Flakea of unknown Mterial 

BeauU of aR a mln a U oni 
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Addraaaaa 

Letter dated March I, IMO 

Chemical Analyaea > Inatrumental Anatyaea 




Speelman Q1 waa Idantinad aa a White enamel paint typical 
of aa acrylic latai^amulaloo-typa exterior bouaa paint. The Q1 particles 
appear to hare wlfflnatad tnm a wood aubatrata. 

\ 

The partlavlar orlfln and/or m^nafiieturer of thla paint cannot 
be daterraiaad. The Q1 particles are aulUbla tor eonpariaon purposes in 
the OFant a suspected source la located. 

Spariman Q1 la ratumad brnrawlth. > ' ^ y 


BnalQIBlMktiao bu b*«o made with the nodareUndini that the evidence is ccnnected with m ofTicisl 
'^tavestigstion W s cfiminel metier and thet the LSiorstoty report irtll be need for ofTieiil panoses only, related 

tiMt {Bveatigation or a subseqneat criminal piosecntioii. Apthcri a a ti on cannot be rtanlsd for the ose of the ^■** *^ 

{b eonnsction with s civil prooeedinc. . tEJ » /-> C" , a ■ 
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C, ALBUQUERQUE (X9 8-541) (C) 
MUTILATION OF ANIMALS ON INDIAN 



I UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


LAND&-J N NEW MEXICO 
CIR (C) ■ 

TO: 00: Albuquerque 




DIRECTOR, FBI (198-1048) 


Re Albuquerque letter to Bureau, 1/15/80. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a bound 
report entitled, •OPERATION ANIMAL MUTILATION." This is a 
report of the District Attorney, First Judicial District, 
State of New Mexico, prepared by Kenneth M. Rommel, Jr. 
(former Special Agent) , Project Director, and dated June, 
1980. 


A perusal of this report reflects it adds nothing 
new in regard to potential investigation by the Albuquerque 
FBI of alleged mutilations on Indian lands in New Mexico. 
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